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When we were little, we were taught that reconciliation is a noble act. We were not only taught, but 
forced to do it. We’d push aside the one ounce of pride we had, and quickly forget that we were even 
fighting about something. The childhood play became more serious as we ourselves become more 
“serious.” One could say that our vanity grew without much reason – whether it was about the big, 
floppy ears, the short and crooked legs, or the hair that never seemed to listen to us; but the game 
became dangerous when petty criticisms got replaced by criticism of those with the “wrong“ blood cells.

We blinked, and all of a sudden some 130,000 casualties amassed,  11,859 of whom are persons still 
registered as missing, while about four million became refugees. But we still don’t know how many of 
those who had only begun to understand the concept of guilt and how to correct the mistake, how to 
reconcile and continue the children’s game – we still don’t know how many of those suffered.

There is a cliché circulating in the public about the culprit having to be named, and that the 
responsibility is the offender’s only. Unfortunately, this principle has clearly become dominant in the 
one institution in which the victims and their families have invested their trust.

The acquittals of Generals Mladen Markac and Ante Gotovina, Momcilo Perisic and, finally, Frenki 
Simatovic and Jovica Stanisic, have further opened the wounds of the victims and their families, that 
had never healed in the first place. The victims and their families themselves  have become more aloof.

The problem, however, is that a growing number of those convicted to long sentences are slowly 
returning to their home countries, where they usually become respectable citizens. Just this summer we 
witnessed the return of Dragoljub Ojdanic (sentenced to 15 years for war crimes in Kosovo in 1999) 
and Momcilo Krajisnik (sentenced to 20 years for crimes committed in Bosnia and Herzegovina). 
The picture that the world saw – the circus-like welcome of Ojdanic at the airport, the celebratory 
greetings of Krajisnik in Pale (regardless of the fact that only a handful came to greet them and the 
fact that the authorities remained silent) - was unacceptable, and does not contribute to better mutual 
understanding, let alone something that resembles the process of reconciliation. 

 !Steps  
on a Shaky  
Ground
 

Dejan Kozul 
Photo: Personal archive
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For the victims, the reconcili- 
ation process means finding 
inner peace, which means at 
least partially to correct  the 
injustices by punishing the 
offenders and by finding the 
missing. And of course, by 
recognizing their suffering.

And that is key to this issue of the !Voice. In the previous issue we addressed the topic in a roundabout 
way, through the thoughts and words of intellectuals. In this issue, we try to learn the thoughts of those 
for whom  !Voice exists and in whose name the Initiative for RECOM was launched.

To be able to talk about the process of reconciliation, it is necessary to have an argument first. Hence, 
two sides are needed. In the case of victims, however, no such thing happened. No one asked them 
whether they want to enter a conflict or not. We know how they got out of those conflicts.

For the victims, the reconciliation process means finding inner peace, which means at least partially 
to correct  the injustices by punishing the offenders and by finding the missing. And of course, by 
recognizing their suffering.

A small step in that direction was made on September 6 in Zagreb, 
when the first official meeting of the Regional Expert Group for 
RECOM was held, gathering the representatives of the Heads of States 
of the former Yugoslavia, all except Slovenia, and the Serbian Member 
of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina (three members of the 
Presidency are elected representatives in BH).

We want to believe that this is just the first step on this shaky ground, 
and that each subsequent step will be bigger and safer. The problem 
is that in this region the discrepancy between desires and reality is 
sometimes too great.

And the reality consists of the problems in Vukovar with the Cyrillic alphabet, the reality is the 
flammable atmosphere surrounding an ordinary football game, the reality is the nearly 12,000 missing, 
whose bones are found from time to time, as was the case in the area of ​​Prijedor and Lake Perucac. 
Because of them, that step must be not only safe, but also sufficiently sensitive.

When the missing persons get their names back, when they get their background circumstances back, 
then with the victims and their families one can openly talk about reconciliation. It is the least that can 
be done.

Dejan Kozul, Editor of the !Voice
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!The Official 
Regional Expert 

Group for 
RECOM Held its 
First Meeting 

IN THE NEWS – NEWS ABOUT RECOM

Introduction to the legal analysis of the RECOM Statute

On Friday, September 6, 2013, Zagreb hosted the first official meeting of the Regional Expert Group 
for RECOM, consisting of Prof. Dr. Zlata Djurdjevic, representative of the President of Croatia; Prof. 
Sonja Tomovic-Sundic, representative of the President of Montenegro; legal adviser Selim Selimi, 
Deputy to the President of Kosovo; Deputy-Mayor of Sarajevo, Aljosa Campara,  representative of the 
Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina; liaison with the ICTY, Goran Mihaljevic, Deputy to a Member  
of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina; and Judge Sinisa Vazic, representative of the President of 
Serbia.

The public advocates of the RECOM Initiative represented the Coalition for RECOM: Prof. Zdravko 
Grebo; theater and film director Dino Mustafic; journalist Dzenana Karup Drusko (BiH); Prof. Zarko 
Puhovski; Vesna Terselic; Sven Milekic (Croatia); journalist Adriatik Kelmendi (Kosovo); Natasa 
Kandic (RECOM project coordinator, Serbia); journalist Dragoljub Dusko Vukovic (Montenegro); 
journalist Igor Mekina (Slovenia); and Midhat Izmirlija (member of the working Group for the 
RECOM Statute, the Coalition for RECOM).

The aim of this meeting was professional preparation for the meeting that will follow at the end of 
October 2013, which will be committed to a thorough legal analysis of the RECOM Statute articles and 
provisions proposed by the Coalition for RECOM.

The delegates of the heads of states in the region and the public advocates agreed to use the RECOM 
Draft Statute, adopted by the Coalition for RECOM on March 26, 2011, as the starting document in the 
construction of the minimal consensus for the discussion at the official level.

The Public Advocates of the RECOM Initiative stressed that the RECOM Draft Statute reflects the state 
of affairs in the field of transitional justice as seen by the participants of the three-year-long consultation 
process, in view of the limitations of criminal procedures and the consequences of war – the dead, the 
missing, and the symbolic values for which many died - values that are changing today and falling apart. 

The official RECOM delegates deemed that the Initiative for RECOM is a unique endeavour in the 
international judicial system and the search for peace, because it allows a number of states that were at 
war to jointly find a solution that will acknowledge and correct the injustices of war.
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The official RECOM delegates 
deemed that the Initiative for 
RECOM is a unique endeavour in 
the international judicial system 
and the search for peace, be-
cause it allows a number of states 
that were at war to jointly find a 
solution that will acknowledge 
and correct the injustices of war.

The official delegates gave their full support to Articles 13 and 14 of the RECOM Draft Statute, 
pertaining to the goals and tasks of the Commission. In their view, there are issues (such as the fate of 
missing persons, or reparations) that cannot be solved within a single state. The Regional Commission, 
they argue, provides a more effective framework, and has greater potential. They emphasized that the 
Commission’s regional character enables its independence, and makes it a more powerful instrument in 
comparison to other local mechanisms, for uncovering the truth about what happened in the past. 

The delegates noted that the questions to consider seriously 
are the clear delineation of the role of the Commission in 
relation to the judicial bodies, as well as the ways in which the 
potential offered by a Regional Commission can be made to fit 
specific national state mechanisms, where they show the legal 
mechanisms to be insufficient.

The delegates of the heads of states invited the Member of the 
BH Presidency, Nebojsa Radmanovic, as well as the President 
of Slovenia, Borut Pahor, to join the group in building a formal 
regional mechanism to establish the facts of what happened in 
the wars in the former Yugoslavia.

The first half-marathon in the series of events called “I’m Running for RECOM” was held in Sarajevo on 
September 15, 2013.  All 418 participants of the half-marathon wore wrist-bands that read “I’m Running 
for RECOM”, while 150 of the 470 who took part in the Pleasure Race, including the Deputy-Mayor of 
Sarajevo Ranko Covic, wore T-shirts that read “I’m Running for RECOM”.

!Running  
for RECOM

From the Zagreb action “I’m Running for RECOM” 
Photo: Youth Initiative for Human Rights 



Initiative for RECOM

6

The event was held in Zagreb on October 13, 2013. It is estimated that several hundred of marathon 
participants wore T-shirts and wrist-bands with the logo that read “I’m Running for RECOM”. The local 
RECOM advocate Sven Milekic was pleased with the number of participants and with the effects of the 
action: “I think that such actions may have a significant effect on the public, especially if the upcoming 
races emphasize that the actions have already been held in Sarajevo and Zagreb.”

Other marathons will be held in the other capital cities of the seven on the territory of the former 
Yugoslavia (SFRY). At the end of October, they will be held in Ljubljana and Podgorica, and next year in 
Belgrade, Skopje and Pristina.

The idea came from a member of the Coalition for RECOM, Milica Kostic, 
who says for !The Voice that the focus is primarily on youth, because they are 
the ones who will ultimately have to fight for justice and reconciliation in the 
region.

- The essence of the campaign is that everyone shows support for the RECOM 
process and its principles by coming to the race, putting on a shirt that says “I’m 
Running for RECOM” and then running or walking the race. The very choice of 
the key-word of the campaign – “running” – suggests the personal contribution 

of those who would like to support the campaign. We expect the highest turnout in the 5 km Pleasure 
Races. Finally, we stress that the action does not target athletes and professional or semi-professional 
athletes, but citizens of all the countries of the former Yugoslavia. I think almost anyone can walk 5 
km (disabled persons can also come in wheelchairs), and the message sent this way can be extremely 
powerful.

From the Sarajevo action: “I’m Running for RECOM” 
Photo: Association TPOSBH

Focus is primarily on 
youth, because they are 
the ones who will ulti-
mately have to fight for 
justice and reconcilia-
tion in the region.
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On the occasion of the International Day of Peace, September 21, 2013, the Coalition for RECOM 
organized the action I Support RECOM in Banja Luka and Sarajevo (Bosnia and Herzegovina), Belgrade 
(Serbia), Ljubljana (Slovenia), Podgorica (Montenegro), Pristina (Kosovo), Zagreb (Croatia) and Skopje 
(Macedonia).
 
During the campaign, 783 signatures in support of the establishment of RECOM have been collected. 
Most signatures were collected in Banja Luka (272) and Belgrade (223).

In addition to the collection of signatures, members of the Coalition for RECOM informed citizens 
about the first meeting of Heads of State Representatives for the RECOM, asking them to personally ask 
the third member of the BiH Presidency, Nebojsa Radmanovic, and the President of Slovenia, Borut 
Pahor, to appoint their own delegates.

!I Support 
RECOM

“I’m Running for RECOM” in Banja Luka  
Photo: CDTP
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF MISSING PERSONS (AUGUST 30)

According to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 11,859 people are still 
registered as missing in the former Yugoslavia. In Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), 7,886 people are 
missing, in Croatia, 2,246, and in Kosovo, 1,727 people.

About 70 percent of cases have been resolved, but in the last 12 months only 800 people have 
been found.

The ICRC stresses that “these cases are almost exclusively [...] settled through the process of 
exhumation of the already discovered mass graves. The main obstacle to accelerated progress is 
the lack of information leading to the discovery of new graves. Such information can certainly be 
found in the documentation of the parties formerly at war. Unless the authorities in the region 
disclose them, we will not be able to fulfill their obligations to and provide answers to desperate 
families.”

The pain and suffering inflicted by the fact that many human remains are still undiscovered have 
brought together joined the families of the missing Serbs and Albanians in Kosovo, who marked 
the International Day of the Missing Persons by holding a joint press conference in Belgrade and 
Pristina. They have sent a letter to their respective governments in which they expressed their 
dissatisfaction and demanded that dignity be restored to the victims. Their message was: “Give us 
back our missing ones and finally tell the truth about their suffering.”

A number of different actions were held to mark this day. The Association of the Women of 
Prijedor, “Izvor”, in collaboration with young people from Mostar, Tuzla and Sarajevo, set up the 
installations in the public squares of Prijedor, Tuzla, Sarajevo and Mostar dedicated to missing 
persons.

The goal was to honour the innocent victims of enforced disappearances and display the agony of 
the family members who are still searching for the mortal remains of their loved ones.

!A Halt in 
the Finding 
Mission

According to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), 11,859 people are still 
registered as missing in the 
former Yugoslavia. In Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (BiH), 7,886 
people are missing, in Croatia, 
2,246, and in Kosovo, 1,727 
people.
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The association “Totally Human”, the Sarajevo War Theatre (SARTR) and the International 
Commission for Missing Persons, drew attention to the issue of the missing with three days of 
workshops and panel discussions in Sarajevo, Prijedor and Banja Luka.

The Alliance of Bosniak of Associations of the Families of Imprisoned and Missing persons 
warned of at the slow resolution of the issue of missing persons, laying a special emphasis on the 
Bosniaks captured and missing in 1992. 

The Association of Missing Serbian Soldiers held in East Sarajevo  a memorial service for the 
killed and the missing, and recalled that 1,200 people are still missing in Republika Srpska.

The main event on the International Day of the Missing Persons in Croatia was held in 
Varazdin, where the Minister for the Veterans, Predrag Matic, announced that one of the 
main preconditions for any prosecution or legal claim will be the resolution of the fate of those 
captured and and missing soldiers and civilians (Croatia has filed a lawsuit against Serbia with the 
International Court of Justice against Serbia for the 1999 genocide).

This day was marked in Vukovar too, where wreaths were laid and candles lit at the memorial 
cemetery and Ovcara.

The Red Cross of Montenegro marked the International Day of the Missing Persons by recalling 
that people are still being sought for: 43 in Kosovo, 12 in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and six in the 
Republic of Croatia.

From the joint press conference: Iljber Morina, Olgica Bozanic, Elheme Pireva 
Photo: Media Center, Belgrade, Serbia
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The Regional Coordination of the Association of the families of missing persons from the former 
Yugoslavia has called on all governments to decisively engage in finding the missing persons. 
The authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and Serbia were urged to support the 
Coordination’s initiative to declare 2014 the Year of Missing Persons, and to put their best efforts 
into resolving this issue in that year.

CURRENT EVENTS - RECONCILIATION FROM VICTIMS’ POINT OF VIEW

In 1992 she was expelled from Prijedor, to which she returned after the signing of the Dayton Peace 
Accord. Her husband, Mehmedalija Kapetanovic, was killed in the Omarska camp. His mortal 
remains were found in Stari Kevljani, one of the biggest mass graves in Krajina, together with 464 
other bodies, among which were the mortal remains of the pre-war Mayor of Prijedor, Muhamed 
Cehajic, the husband of Senija’s sister Minka. 
 
The word “reconciliation” has been worn down to the point that it has received an entirely 
different connotation. I do not know what it should essentially mean, in our case. I do not like 
even to utter it. It is strange that we have used the word so often, and yet the things that should 
satisfy the injured party have not happened. The word presupposes that some people had to have 
quarrelled first. There is no reconciliation. With people in the immediate environment we were 
not at war in the first place.

Senija Kapetanovic, 

Prijedor: It is Our 

Duty to Find and Mark 

the Sites of Suffering !
Senija Kapetanović 

Photo: Personal archive
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I feel bad for my husband and 
my sister’s grandchild. I feel like 
I owe them because I did not do 
enough, I could not save them, 
and then I feel bad because they 
were not properly treated.

For us, it is more important to feel normal in Prijedor. We have experienced terrible things and so 
far no one has ever attempted to interpret them in a normal way. I’m talking about those who did 
these things.

We came back because this is what the Dayton Peace 
Accord stipulated. At first there was resistance, but then 
we could begin to relax. This does not confirm that we 
feel good here. The sadness and our big problem cannot 
be forgotten, but we can get on with our lives. The story 
about reconciliation always pushes me off balance a little. 
Whichever gathering I have attended, I have talked about 
our problems. There were mostly victims there. Then 

reporters ask us how we feel, how is this, how that... But what we are saying, we are saying only to 
ourselves. Those who should resolve it are not here. They do not hear nor do they want to hear. 
They do not want to hear what bothers us, what we need to feel better and to fix the problem. In 
Prijedor, there is a ban on gatherings that remind the public of the crimes.

One should go back to the beginning. I feel bad for my husband and my sister’s grandchild. I feel 
like I owe them because I did not do enough, I could not save them, and then I feel bad because 
they were not properly treated. Nor are they adequately remembered – the sites of suffering 
remain unmarked. We have that obligation. At least to have the satisfaction that we, too, have a 
day of the dead, and to talk about it normally. I wasn’t  in a camp. I was taken in for questioning 
and released, and afterwards evicted. I survived all the other bad things, but what happened at 
Omarska and Keraterm was horrible. Unspeakable suffering and unspeakable pain. It’s hard to 
reconstruct it by words and it hurts when someone tries to define it in other terms.

Our commitment and desire are just that these things are talked about normally, that they are 
accorded a normal degree of attention. That we are human again.
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In the village of Prljevo, near Knin, during the military operation “Storm,” Dragisic lost his uncle and 
his grandfather, who was then 90 years old. He is still searching for his grandfather’s mortal remains, 
although there are indications that they had been found in a mass grave near Knin. He is still waiting on 
the autopsy results. His uncle was identified in 2005. 
 

Had there been any commitment to doing it, I would not be waiting 
on the autopsy results for so long. When they found my uncle, I went 
to the pathology ward in Zagreb four times.

States know everything. They know the names of the missing and 
where they were buried, and the people in between linger and wander 
as if they were lost. I have no problem with the Croats. When I go 
back , I hang out more with them than I do with the Serbs. Croatia 
is my country. I was born there and sometimes I say that I am only 

working temporarily abroad, a seasonal worker, though it’s been almost 40 years since I left. I have no 
prejudice against the Croats. Why would I have a bad opinion of an entire people? The only thing I 
would like is for someone to answer for having killed those elderly people. It is well known which units 
were in the area and around Grubor. Again, we have states to resolve this, but they don’t seem too 
interested. They don’t want to tackle something they themselves cooked up. I would very much like to 
be able to behave as before, but we cannot forget what happened. The worst is that we cannot get at the 
facts to find out what happened to these people, to bury one, to light a candle for another.

Regardless of everything, neither I, nor the people who stayed on there, have a problem with 
reconciliation. People do not even care anymore who has which name – all they care about is how to 
survive. In one area there were four local schools and they were all burned to the ground. Hospitals and 
health centers have been shut down... When I come to Knin, I do not know how to get to my house. 
There is no transport. The tracks were rebuilt but the stations no longer exist, and so not even the 
emergency van can reach the village if you need it. It is a territory ruled by wolves, wild boar, snakes... 
The financial situation is already difficult, people are worried about how to survive. People need to live, 
to help each other. The problem is not the people, but the states.

Bogdan Dragisic, 

Prljevo: People Do 

Not Care About 

Other People’s 

Names

Bogdan Dragisic 
Photo: Dejan Kozul

States know everything. 
They know the names of 
the missing and where they 
were buried, and the peo-
ple in between linger and 
wander as if they were lost.

!
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His father, his half-brother and his wife were killed in Lovas in 1991. Before the War Crimes Department 
of the Higher Court in Belgrade, 14 members of the JNA , local territorial government and „Dusan Silni“ 
paramilitary groups were sentenced to 128 years in prison for the crimes committed in Lovas. Rendulic 
was one of the witnesses at the trial.

How much do the judgments mean to you?

The penalties are small, but apparently Republika Srpska’s judiciary had standardized these crimes in 
such a way. The legislature had ordered it thus. There is some satisfaction, in the sense that the criminals 
have been identified and the sentences have been pronounced. Just like everyone else who was a victim 
and suffered in this war, we care about the truth, we want to find out why it was done and that the 
perpetrator was punished. That’s some satisfaction, some relief. We found those who are responsible, we 
know who did it, and we know that they are being punished.

Reconciliation is a topic often talked about from „above.“ How do you, as a victim, see the process 
of reconciliation?

Politics is one thing. It is framed in particular way, with various interests 
and positions used as the lens. Politics and politicians are adapted to the 
particular situation and the particular moment. The common man has a 
different way of thinking. If he requests something, he doesn’t do it for the 
position, but for the truth. Truth is a satisfaction and brings mental relief. As 
ordinary, normal people, we tried to analyze why it all happened, why people 

were killed in this way. I have many Serb friends, and I had them before the war too. They too don’t 
understand how such a division could have been created so suddenly. We thought that such crimes 
could not happen at the end of the twentieth century. We were wrong.

How can one avoid the trap of revenge?

If you think rationally, as a human being, and as a religious man... All religions say you should forgive 
but not forget. Not all Serbs are to blame, not all Serbs are criminals, but it goes without saying that 
both Serbs and Croats should be cleansed of evil and admit having committed it. It should be said that 

Adam Rendulic, 

Lovas: The Truth 

is the Reason Why 

One Ought to Talk to 

Offenders

Adam Rendulic 
Photo: Dejan Kozul

!
To get the informa-
tion, it is always good 
to talk, even to the 
perpetrators.
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the crime was committed, that someone commanded the operations, while we ordinary people were 
like a leaf in the wind. Where they pushed us, there we found ourselves. The scum should be washed 
away precisely so that we can live with the others. I cannot condemn an entire nation because some 
dirty individuals belong to it.

Does that mean that you would be willing to talk to the perpetrators, those who murdered your 
father?

I found out through research who killed my father. As I said, a man is most interested in truth, and that 
those who committed the crimes be punished. Only then can we get some sense of relief. And to get the 
information, it is always good to talk, even to the perpetrators.

What is your view of the role of Serbia in the crimes? Has it done enough to prevent and punish 
them, and thereby contribute to the process of reconciliation?

At the time of the aggression, it certainly did not do much to prevent the crimes. The crimes should 
have been prevented and condemned. After the war, things began to fall into place. Serbia might have 
done more perhaps, but it will take time to get things straight and back to normal relationships - it takes 
time to heal all the wounds. I feel comfortable in Serbia today, I come often and I don’t have to think too 
much about it.

As a member of the Croatian Defence Council (HVO), Andjelko Kvesic was wounded and captured on 
April 19, 1993. After 17 days in  Zenica Hospital, he was transferred to the Zenica Correctional Facility, 
where he was detained for 62 days, during which time he and other inmates were beaten with sticks, 
ropes, boots... Today he leads the Croatian Association of Detainees of the Central Bosnia Canton.

For years we suppressed the traumas we suffered deep inside ourselves and away from the public, 
hoping to forget them. We could not forget, and it became harder and harder. My wounds are visible, 
but the scars on my soul are much harder to endure. The moment we decided to talk publicly about the 

Andjelko Kvesic, 

of the Croatian 

Association of 

Detainees of the 

Central Bosnia 

Canton: The Scars on 

the Soul Cannot Heal 
Andjelko Kvesic 

Photo: HLC Archive

!
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torture that we had gone through, we felt relieved. This was the first step. The next one was forgiveness.

Only those who know how to forgive can look forward to a better and healthier life, because only on the 
basis of forgiveness can there be hope for reconciliation.

When it comes to forgiveness, perpetrators too must be included, 
according to that religious maxim, Christ’s words on the Cross: 
“Forgive them, Lord, for they know not what they do!”

If we are willing to forgive, revenge is automatically ruled out, and 
desire for it made redundant, because we have to understand that 
revenge leads to crime, which cannot be linked with any kind of 
forgiveness. Forgiveness is comprehensive, and it applies to all 
those who were directly or indirectly participating in a tragic event 
and therefore must be included in the process of forgiveness.

Even if we cannot live together, we can live alongside each other in a way that does not interfere with 
the other’s life, but helps the other to live in the most acceptable way.

The state must establish the facts of the crimes and the criminals, and thus show a clear picture of the 
past, because one can build a better, fairer and happier future only on the foundation of a past.

THE ERASED ON RECONCILIATION

Aleksandar Todorovic, a Member of RECOM’s Presidency and of the Civil Initiative of the Erased 
Residents of Slovenia (CIIA), was one of the first of the “Erased” who openly warned the public of the 
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violations of human and other rights that the “Erased” were forced to undergo in Slovenia. In establishing 
the first organization for the “Erased” in the struggle for their rights, which has been going on for more 
than 20 years, Aleksandar Todorovic made ​​a significant contribution to the success  the  “Erased” group  
met with at the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg.

Reconciliation is a two-way process. Both sides need to demonstrate 
willingness to reconcile. Certainly, the side that started the conflict should 
start. And that was the state. This, however, has not happened, so this 
side clearly doesn’t give us much chance of reconciliation. Of course, the 
state has recently made some positive moves, but not because it wants 
reconciliation, nor in order to rectify the injustice it inflicted on us all... 
Such tentatively positive moves are the result of political pressure from 
outside, particularly from the Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg, which 
inflicted high fines on Slovenia, which the country has to pay the plaintiffs 
of the “Erased”. Personally, I think this same opinion is shared by other 

members of the “Erased” – I have no problem in forgiving (the Slovenian nation), but in forgiving our 
political nomenclature, who killed 26 civilians in February 1992, when the secret act of “erasure” of 
almost 30 thousand people was completed. The politicians, the protagonists of  the “erasure,” became 
even worse after the Slovenian Constitutional Court judgment in favor of the “Erased” and since the 
public began to speak of the “Erased” more openly after 2002. This is the part of the Slovenian policy 
that I call "the maintenance of the erasure". They continue to nurture and support the act, with no 
remorse for the injustices suffered because of it by thousands of people, among whom there were about 
3,000 children. These are mostly right-wing parties: SDS (the Slovenian Democratic Party of Janez 
Jansa), SNS (the Slovenian National Party of Zmago Jelincic), SLS (the Slovenian People’s Party – the 
People of Franz Bogovic), NSI (the New Slovenia of Christian Democrat Ludmila Novak), led by their 
leaders.

The parties of the so-called Left were not much help, because from the moment of the “erasure” all the 
way until now, in terms of judgment and condemnation of the act, but also of help and support to the 
“Erased”, they were offering mostly just empty rhetoric.

In short, we the “Erased” have no problem reconciling with the nation, but we do have a problem of 
reconciliation with nationalist parties and their leaders. The left wing of Slovenian politics has proved 
to be slightly but not insignificantly better about this issue. Therefore, the question of forgiveness 
and reconciliation can be responded to by paraphrasing a Jewish maxim: “We forgive you, but we do 
not forget.” In this context, I am very happy to learn that in the five highest educational institutions 
in Ljubljana – the FDV (Faculty of Social Sciences), and the Colleges of Social Work, Ethnology, 
Philosophy and Literature – the teachers have been informing their students about the “Erased” and 
the erasure of people. These are, in chronological order (as the above mentioned universities have been 
enumerated): Dr. Andrej Kurnik, Dr. Jelka Zorn, Dr. Ursula Lipovec Cebron, Dr. Boris A. Novak, 
and Dr. Josip Rastko Mocnik. So far at least 7-8 doctoral dissertations have been written on the topic 
of the “Erased” in Slovenia and around the world, with a large number of MA theses, final college 
essays, and even a few high school graduation papers. I think we are close to a national catharsis and 
that the “erasure” will in the near future become a mandatory subject of secondary education.

Igor Mekina, Co-editor of the !Voice
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Dimitar Anakiev is President of the Association of the Erased of Slovenia, which through its documentaries 
about the “Erased”, has made ​​an important contribution to the elucidation of the problem.

The context is important, so I’ll give a longer answer. First and foremost, I think that we, as members 
of the Balkan peoples of the former Yugoslavia, and in general, did not have a falling out with the 
Slovenian nation, nor have we ever had, nor probably ever will. Quite the opposite: the small Balkan 
nations, through their harmony and mutual support and assistance, came to the realization of their 
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historic goals. This co-operation did not cease even after the revolution, and has not ended today 
either, because there is no viable alternative. The alternative is the loss of sovereignty. As is well known, 
people from other former Yugoslav republics came to Slovenia mainly in the 1970s, as workers highly 
demanded by the market forces, without whom industrialization in Slovenia would not have been 
possible. Some came to Slovenia as part of the federal state authorities, i.e. as workers well received not 
only by their Slovenian fellow-workers, but also by the entire nation – that’s why there are countless 
mixed marriages. 

Finally, we, the “Erased” of Slovenia - which is today, unfortunately, a country subordinate to the 
interests of foreign capital - we survived only because we had strong support from one segment of 
the population, i.e. from the vast majority who opposed the politics of chauvinism, which falsely 
represented itself as patriotic. The politics of chauvinism is not a nation-building politics for any 
country – neither in Israel, nor Slovenia. Chauvinism by its very nature cannot be nation-building 
or state-forming, because it is destructive even to those who implement it. Chauvinism in power is 
always and only evidence of the enslavement of the people and their lack of freedom... All this should 
be known when we assess who is to blame for the politics of chauvinism in Slovenia, the expression 
and the result of which is the “erasure” of people. In the Second World War, this policy had a source 
outside of Slovenia – and so it is today. But then, as now, its followers were recruited in Slovenia. These 
individuals and parties should also be identified as culprits, but they should not be given absolute 
importance, as they are just servants, collaborators with the occupation force... In a legal sense, the 
blame is on the state and its officials – especially the government that has “erased” the people, but also 
all other governments which have cooperated with the politics of chauvinism... As for the so-called 
“compensation,” its aim is to humiliate the “erased” because it is unworthy of a human being... The 
politics of segregation relies on the politics of compensation. 

Igor Mekina, Co-editor of the !Voice 
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INTERVIEW: FAHRIJE HOTI

Fahrije Hoti lost her husband Bashkim during the Kosovo War in 1999. She is still looking for him. 
With other women from the Velika Krusa/Krushë e Madhe she founded the association “Mothers of 
Velika Krusha.” In an interview for the !Voice of the Initiative for RECOM, we talked to her about 
reconciliation.

How would you describe your life before the war?

I was brought up in a large family that had its business. I married into a small family when I was 
19 years old. I worked as a seamstress until 1998. My husband was working abroad, so we didn’t 
have a long life together – we lived together for six of the nine years we were married. I remember 
him as a gentle and generally friendly person. I had a good life. Since the disappearance of my 
husband, my life has changed. I carry the burden of raising children, caring for their education, 
and for their survival.

When and how did the war begin?

In our village the situation worsened already in 1998, because we were constantly under pressure 
from the paramilitary units that moved through Prizren/Prizreni and Orahovac/Rahovec. When 
the bombing started at 7pm on March 24, 1999, if I remember correctly, a convoy of Serbian 
tanks came from Prizren/Prizreni to our village Velika Krusha/ Krushë e Madhe. At first we 
thought they would continue to Pec/Pejë, but they settled along the railway tracks, close to our 
village. That night there were no armed attacks or shooting, there was silence instead, and there 
was no electricity. The next day, March 25, at 4 in the morning, Serbian forces started shelling our 
village. Hearing the shots, I woke up. My kids and a few close relatives had left the house, while 
I stayed on to prepare food for them and to wake up my husband, who was sleeping in the room 
with the men who at times guarded the village. As I opened the door to get out of the house into 
the yard, I came across a Serbian soldier, who did not react when he saw me – instead, he just 
stared at me. I got alarmed and quickly closed the door, and I remember telling my husband to 
flee. However, he remained at home, and I followed the children. When I left the house through 
the other door of the house, I again saw the same soldier who was still standing by the entrance 
into our yard.
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In the center of the village, I saw several young men who told me that my children and relatives 
had gone to the Nalli family. I went there. Around 11am, my husband came, asked about the 
kids and then left. I have not seen him since that moment. Then the Serbian infantry entered the 
village from all sides. They surrounded us. We remained surrounded from 4pm until 7pm.

On March 26 at 5am, while randomly looking through the window, 
I saw Serbian forces rounding up young men and adult men from 
the village, a total of 64 or 65 of them, lining them up along one wall. 
On the same morning, women and children were taken to the village 
mosque, where we stayed from 6am to 2pm. We were constantly 
harassed, beaten, and they asked us to give them money. We had to 
hand over all the money that we had with us. At 2 in the afternoon we 
were told to get ready to go to Djakovica, and that a mass grave was 
awaiting us there, dug out for us. Everyone started yelling, me too. I 
had my kids with me.

They took us out of the mosque and told us to go to the village of Rogovo/Rogovë. All the 
time we were harassed and frightened. The soldiers were driving their vehicles at us. When we 
arrived at Rogovo/Rogovë, one of the soldiers took my three-month old son from my hands and 
demanded money. I did not know the language and did not understand what he wanted, but 
some older people who understood approached him and gave him the money to give me back 
my son. Although he took the money, he didn’t give me back my son. Instead, he just spread his 
arms and my three-month son fell onto the concrete. My son would not stop crying for four days, 
and neither ate nor drank. Later, in Albania, the doctor established that my son had suffered a 
concussion.

What happened to your family?

We learned of the fate of the men after we had met with a group of men who were released, which 
included boys under 16 and the elderly over 60 years. They told us that the Serbs loaded the 
bodies of several killed men onto a truck that then went toward the river Drim/Drin. Magbule, 
Bashkim’s sister, told me that Bashkim’s body had also been loaded. After the war, when we 
returned to the village, I found out that the truck belonged to Sadri Veliu. It was found in Mala 
Krusha/Krusha e Vogël, on the river Drim/Drin, where Kasumi Hajdari excavated sand. On the 
riverbanks [the truck] was set on fire, and then thrown into the river. I believe that Bashkim’s 
body was in it. This means that I will never find it. In August 1999, UNMIK retrieved the truck 
from the water. Forensic experts collected the pieces of bones found in the truck. The truck was 
standing in the yard of the Veliu family until 2010, when the family sold it as scrap metal.

What would best to compensate the victims’ families?

I met women from other countries, women who have the same status as me, and I think that 
their countries are treating them better than we are treated here. They were provided with 
accommodation. The upbringing of their children is a concern of the state – that’s the kind of 
responsibility I want from my state. Our children should live under the umbrella of institutions, 
they should be given the opportunity to study at the university, in order to be able to live a normal 
life like other children. I haven’t been happy with any of our institutions, nor with the law which 
provides for very low fees for the families of the victims. Unfortunately, I am not satisfied with 
our society either. Kosovo society should show more respect for the families of victims who are 
struggling to survive and are struggling alone, they should show more sensitivity now, rather than 
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bias, particularly when it comes to women. Prejudices do not help women carry their pain. The 
only support we have is from God and from ourselves. Institutions and society need to show more 
respect and to do more for those who paid the ultimate price of war – only then will we feel better 
and respected.

Do you think that reconciliation is possible?

With all that has happened, my life has greatly changed from the one I had before the war. I 
have always looked for more than an ordinary life, a different life, in which I would face various 
challenges. Somehow I have managed to achieve this, but now I am faced with obstacles. And 
these are the times I have to fight for survival.

As the wife of a victim, I want to see the person who killed my husband ask forgiveness for what 
he did, and it is up to me, Fahrija, to forgive, because it happened during the war, and these things 
happen in a war. But with all that, the one who committed the crime should get the punishment 
he deserves, and close relatives of the victim should be offered compensation.

I’m ready for reconciliation, but the killer should be found and get what he deserves. I need to 
find out from that person how the murder happened, where it happened; I need that person to 
identify the place where he burned my husband. At the same time, he alone, for his own sake, 
should repent and ask for forgiveness, and so I will be able to forgive.

Our society as a whole, especially the young generation, has the 
spirit of forgiveness and I think they are influenced by our time 
and culture. They have a European culture, are more oriented 
towards Europe, and I think that this type of mentality is being 
influenced by the Europeans living in Kosovo.

Does forgiving mean forgetting?

It is possible to forgive but it’s not possible to forget. I will never 
be able to forget what happened! To forgive is human, because 
a person cannot live if he or she doesn’t forgive. That would be 
too heavy a burden, even in the afterlife. If someone asks you for 
forgiveness while you are unable to forgive, I think you are taking 
half of that sin upon yourself.

We have to forgive. But the damage should also be compensated, and those who are responsible 
for the damage should in some way feel obliged to repair the damage. It mainly depends on the 
individuals involved in the issues such as reconciliation, but even with all that, I will not stop 
fighting until I find Bashkim’s grave.

Do you feel better when you talk about what happened?

Yes, the women of Velika Krusha/Krushë e Madhe keep talking about what happened. Talking 
helps us breathe. Thus, we remove anger from ourselves, the anger that our husbands and fathers, 
our children are not with us. Every time after a conversation, we feel more and more liberated 
from hatred.

Contacts with various people, the media, non-governmental organizations, as well as with 
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powerful women, decision-makers, have helped me become an independent person, with 
confidence and to make decisions. I’m a Councillor of the Orahovac/Raovec Assembly, and I 
share my salary with another family, to help them improve their economic situation. So far, the 
work has helped me help others. I have also collaborated with a group of Serbian women from 
Velika Hoca/Hoçë e (Hoçë e Madhe) Madhe, to help them sell their products under our logo, and 
so far we have had great cooperation. Regardless of all that has happened, everyone is welcome to 
Velika Krusha/Krushë e Madhe, regardless of their nationality.

Teuta Hoxha, the RECOM Coalition Coordinator for Kosovo                                                                                                    

Second part

To put something on trial means to re-establish the rule of law and the application of norms. 
Which also means to suspend the logic of violence. Justice is, therefore, a necessary precondition 
for any normalization at the end of a conflict,  the sine qua non without which a sustainable peace 
and of any possibility of reconciliation are impossible. In the absence of justice, the past remains 
insurmountable – a vivid illustration of which is Cambodia, where the victims of Pol Pot‘s terror 
waited thirty years for the first senior official of the Khmer Rouge to answer for his crimes. To 
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put someone on trial for mass crimes which a government has committed as part of its policy, 
with the complicity of the law and the cooperation of a good portion of the society, is a very 
complex endeavor. Against that kind of systemic violence, justice has a duty to meet very high 
expectations. Justice should recognize the victims, pay them respect, re-establish the rule of law, 
prevent a repetition of the crime and reconcile the conflicting parties. However, the ultimate aim 
of the act of justice is to judge.

But how to put on trial a radical evil, how to weigh the punishment, how to give proportionate 
treatment to things that cannot be measured? How to ensure justice for every victim when the 
crime is massive? How to  indicate the criminal nature of a regime and its ideology when the task 
of a criminal justice system is to individualize responsibility by reducing a crime to individual 
actions? How will the symbolic value of the facts established during the trial contribute to the 
recognition of an entire criminal policy, when they could reasonably be attributed only to the 
accused? Retributive justice is unable to resolve these issues. Hence its inability to stop the 
logic of mimetic or repetitive violence in the context of mass atrocities. But it can still make a 
contribution to the establishment of some facts, and to the identification of some perpetrators 
and some of their victims. The trial allows us to advance our knowledge, even if it does not  state 
everything directly. After the trial of Kaing Guek Eav, also known as Dac, the commander of  
Camp S21 and one of those most responsible for the genocide committed by the Khmer Rouge in 
Cambodia, Rithy Panh wrote: “You may need to wait another thirty years [...] to clarify the event, 
to have it fully enter history and escape the thickets of interpretation.”2

The criminal trial is still the only effective tool against the great injustice of impunity. Impunity, 
which the establishment of extreme violence institutes as a rule, is a prerequisite for the practice 
of cruelty and, accordingly, cannot be the answer to collective violence. The fight against impunity 
does not entail merely punishing the guilty, but  consists just as much in  making the society as a 
whole  aware that the extreme violence  resulted from the distortion of norms and that the norms 
have now been restored. For all these reasons, the legal act is one of the necessary stages in the 
process of conflict resolution. Hence the consensus at the beginning of the 1990s to create an 
international criminal jurisdiction, at first interim (the ICTY and ICTR), a consensus that would 
lead to the establishment of the permanent International Criminal Court (ICC), which began  its 
work on July 1, 2002.

Power and the limitations of justice

Since it depends on how the governments and  societies that are trying to overcome the past take 
advantage of it, justice cannot produce the same effects everywhere. Communication networks 
are necessary for the second act of the trial, “the contribution of the trial to public peace,” as it 
was defined by Paul Ricoeur.3 When criminal justice qualifies the acts, discloses the wrongdoing 
and imposes individual sentences, it de facto obliges the states in whose name the crimes were 
committed, and-or that part of the society that approved of them, to recognize the criminal 
nature of their political projects and renounce them. But it cannot force them to do so, because 
its power is limited to discouraging the continuation of the criminal practice that was tried, 
which afterwards renders the perpetrators of new offenses of a similar nature liable to criminal 
prosecution. This abandonment of  objectives that  have been achieved only by violence depends 
on the goodwill of the political power  leading the country after the conflict. Awareness of the 
transgression, i.e. of the crime, is not sufficient, as has been shown in the first part of this essay, 

2	  The film director Rithy Panh
3	  P. Ricoeur, „L’acte de juger“, in: Le juste, Paris, Esprit, 1995, p. 185.
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to discourage the government or society to continue to implement the same criminal goals by 
using  substitutes for mass violence. In this sense, justice does not necessarily re-establish legality 
and equality among all, which is the rule of law – although this is an effect with which it is, 
nevertheless, often credited.

In some parts of the former Yugoslavia, local justice may turn a blind eye to discriminatory 
practices carried out against a particular group, while at the same time it may bring to justice 
some perpetrators of mass violence carried out in the past against the same group. In this way, it 
attempts to give a pledge of its wish and will to restore public order following the rule of the law 
of evildoers, a characteristic of state violence, while at the same time being hesitant to call into 
question the policy or ideology that ordered this violence. In such cases, war crimes trials are 
more a manifestation of the will to limit the guilt than the will to clarify the responsibility of the 
state and part of society for the violence. The paramilitaries are thereby the ones to be prosecuted, 
those elements whose hierarchical subordination to the institutions of a given country during 
the conflict continues to be systematically concealed (Serbia, Croatia). By demonizing a handful 
of individual defendants, the society is being encouraged to free itself from its own historical 
responsibility and in this way avoid  discussion of the past. Sometimes this takes the form of 
aggressive policy. In the Serbian entity in Bosnia, for example, the local judiciary often imposes 
fines on large groups of victims  who have placed commemorative plaques at the sites of mass 
atrocities, under the pretext that these groups did not have a license for doing that – the magic 
piece of paper their municipal government had previously denied them. But the same local 
authorities see nothing inappropriate in funding  monuments to Serbian fighters in places where 
they committed the most barbaric crimes, such as the Omarska camp, where not a single Serb 
was killed, and where the Serbian forces tortured and killed thousands of Bosniaks. After the 
war, there comes a war of monuments, which is evident even in the architecture – a revisionist 
architecture that consists not only in discouraging the victims of ethnic cleansing from returning 
home, but mainly in demonstrating how to  rewrite history. Millions of euros have been invested 
in rebuilding the towns of the Serbian entity in Bosnia in the old style (Trebinje, for instance,  a 
Herzegovinian Gracanica,  with a true copy of the monastery built in the fourteenth century in 
Kosovo), or  entire areas (Andricgrad in Visegrad). The rebuilding is aimed at engendering a new 
national myth, according to which the Serbian state has existed on the territory of Bosnia for 
centuries. In reality, it was created in 1992, in blood and barbarity. The righteous, those who tried 
to save their neighbors, are still being beaten and killed there, while the penitents, who agreed 
to help the judiciary to shed light on this criminal practice, are being ostracized or pushed into 
suicide (Milan Babic). “The past that doesn’t go away” is the most fertile ground for tomorrow’s 
violence.

Education as a precondition for justice

Can justice really be attained only through criminal processes and the mechanisms of restorative 
justice, if some people have decided that “the fate of other people is that they do not have any 
fate,” to quote Agnès Lejbowicz – those people who then start denying the survivors the right to 
memory and, consequently, the right to  a place in the world and in history? That justice has been 
inseparable, for two decades now, from the powers that be in the aftermath of a conflict and from 
the process of dealing with the past, has been all in vain: it does not resolve the problem of denial. 
This is true even if the way Germany rose to the challenge of dealing with the enormous crimes of 
the Holocaust offers some hope.  When the political and public consensus defines the crimes as  
acts that primarily stemmed from some legitimizing political necessity, such as  national survival, 
the next generation will not be inclined to undertake the process of dealing with the violent 
past. However, political projects implemented through mass violence are often presented and 
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perceived as part of the higher national interest. This is why, regardless of the fact that the crimes 
were committed by individuals, it is difficult for the states and societies that have participated 
in them to acknowledge the criminal nature of the project. And that is also why  it is difficult for 
the next generations to examine it. Because the invocation of a higher interest tends to de-realize 
crime. When the Vichy government justifies its collaboration with the occupying forces in order 
to save France from a greater disaster, the argument is no longer operational after the war in the 
context of other events. But when the denial of guilt becomes the policy in the name of the future 
of the nation over a  longer term, the new generations usually have no reason not to accept the 
silence about the violent past, nor do they have any reason to seek clarifications from their fathers 
who participated in the war, since the evil was considered necessary and since those who took 
part in it sacrificed their lives for the greater good. Thus, the transfer of guilt from one generation 
to another is transformed into a transmission of the denial of guilt and of the possibility of 
repentance. The result is that either the young generations succumb to the same ideological 
blindness that led to their parents’ sinking into collective violence (in children, this often 
results in their expressing an emphatic willingness to repeat behaviour temporarily suppressed 
until another war begins), or they accept the idea that any  critical attitude toward the former 
generation constitutes an attack on the nation, or leads to the delegitimization of the present 
political system engaged in its attempts to immortalize the results obtained by the crime - that is 
to say, to the delegitimization of the entire state if it was founded by means of massive violence. 
In such a context, it is impossible to predict which generation would be capable of breaking down 
the founding consensus of those states.

Transition after collective violence cannot, therefore, spare the country from the task of resolving 
its crimes, just as an individual perpetrator  cannot re-enter the human community without first 
resolving his criminal acts. In the absence of such collective re-immersion into normality, the  
trust of the victims in the state and society which are the cause of the victims’ suffering -  the 
trust necessary for any reconciliation - will not be re-established. Thus, at the heart of a society 
which took part  and was complicit in mass atrocities, a process must be conducted  to fight the 
programmed denial and the mobilization of the entire society or part of it against the recognition 
of the crimes committed and suffered. No doubt, in order  truly to ensure justice, justice alone is 
not sufficient – education  also is needed, as director Rithy Panh says.

The autor is a journalist and a writer, autor of Peace and Punishment (2007) and Milosevic, 
Diagonal of a Madman (1999)

Translated from the French by Olja Petronic
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THE VOICE OF VICTIMS

Mirsada Malagic was a 36-year-old wife, the mother of three sons and pregnant with her daughter, 
when on July 11, 1995 the Bosnian Serb forces captured the UN safe area of ​​Srebrenica in Eastern Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. Ms. Malagic, her 11-year-old son Adnan and her 70-year-old father-in-law Omer 
Malagic, fled with the women, children and elderly to the UN base at Potocari, just north of Srebrenica. 
The other men in her family – her husband Salko, 12-year-old son Elvir and 16-year-old son Admir, with 
her brother Sadik Salihovic – fled into the woods. While fleeing from Srebrenica, near the first base of 
the UN Protection Forces (UNPROFOR), a shell hit a group of people, with shrapnel piercing Mirsada 
Malagic’s right clavicle. Ms. Malagic talked about the chaos that ensued, and how a mass of people, 
among them herself, forcibly entered the base. She testified about these events before the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in the case of Radislav Krstic on April 3 and 4, 2000.

The following morning, on Wednesday July 12, we were all asking around about where to go. There was 
no food, the kids were hungry and we did not even know the language. We had no way to communicate 
with the UNPROFOR soldiers who occasionally passed us. We did not have watches, so I can’t tell you 
exactly what time of day it was. It could have been around 9:00 or 9:30 in the morning. Houses began 
to burn on the nearby hills. In fact, these were bunkhouses – I know, because I was born there, I know 
the place, I worked there for years. So, nearby, houses were in flames. They were old and unoccupied. 
But the bunkbuildings and the bales of hay were also burning, and the fire spread down the hill towards 
Potocari, all the way to the facility where we were.

When the soldiers approached us – I don’t know exactly how many there were, maybe 15 or 20 Serbian 
soldiers – they went down to those houses, among which was my brother’s house, and took the horses. 
I don’t know whether the horses belonged to the people who lived there. The soldiers tied them to a tree 
and then started shooting into the air and having fun. When they got to the people, they kicked them 
out of the houses and took them to the facility. The noose was tightening. They came to the factory, to 
the paved road, and then joined us and mixed with our people. They went around and asked about our 
men, about where they were, and about our soldiers. They provoked us, and some people reacted. They 
abused us verbally, saying that they entered Potocari so easily – everything seemed as though some 
dream of theirs had finally come true.

Then, in groups of two or three, they started to go around, interrogating people and asking for our men. 
They took some of the women away. They separated them and took them only a few meters away from 
their families. We could not hear what they were asking them, because they were too far away. All this 
lasted until the afternoon. They were looking for children.

!Mirsada 
Malagic:  
The Most 
Difficult Night 
in My Life

I saw them take a lot of men 
there. Two to three Serbian 
soldiers would take eight, nine, 
ten, or even more men, and they 
would never come back.
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Some of them shared some sweets or chewing gums. The children, of course, gladly accepted, because 
they had not seen any sweets in Srebrenica all those years, and were curious. I know it was all part of 
their interrogation strategy. I never trusted them, and I’m sure their intentions were bad. All this lasted 
until the afternoon. My former colleague was with me, a woman with three children. While her son 
was somewhere in the building, two Serbian soldiers approached her and asked her where her husband 
was. She told them that he had been evacuated in 1993 with the other wounded, and that he was in 
Germany. One of them then asked us where we planned to go and where we wanted to get from there, 
and she replied that, like everyone else, she didn’t know where they would take us or evacuate us to, nor 
what awaited us there.

One Serbian soldier said to us then that they would take us to Kladanj, and then to Tuzla, and that he 
would want us to leave Tuzla as soon as possible, because, as he said, “Soon we will be seeing the same 
scenes in Tuzla that we are seeing in Potocari now.” After that, they left. They took the men one by 
one to interrogate them. They would return scared and upset, and did not know what to expect. In the 
afternoon – I don’t know exactly when, maybe about 2 or 3 pm, or even later – I went with that same 
colleague of mine to get water. We headed toward a nearby house that had a water pump. It was very 
hot and we had no water or food, or anything like that. There, at the gates of the March 11th Factory and 
a zinc factory – they were next to each other – I saw a group of people, among whom was one Serb. I 
can’t call him a soldier, but I knew him from before the war. He was a police officer in Srebrenica. His 
name is Milisav Gavric. Judging by the look on his face, he was speaking kindly with his neighbours 
and acquaintances - some of them were even his relatives - people whom he knew from before, from 
before the war.

We passed them and arrived at the house in order to take the water. On the road outside the house - I 
can’t remember exactly where – there were UNPROFOR vehicles. One UNPROFOR soldier was tied 
to a car. The scene made me panic. I realized that we wouldn’t see anything good in Potocari. I realized 
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that these soldiers were not able to protect us, and that they themselves were probably helpless, 
considering everything that was happening. We took the water and returned to the facility where I 
had left my child. I was worried and scared. I tried to move my child to another place, because we did 
not have anything that resembled a toilet there. I wanted to take him to another house behind the zinc 
factory. There were several Croatian houses with outdoor toilets that people were using that morning, 
when they arrived in Potocari.

With all the fear I felt, I stopped a few meters from the fence of a private house. It was a tall, metal fence 
that separated the house from the zinc factory. One part of the fence had been removed, so that people 
could enter. There I saw two Serbian soldiers, one on each side. As I watched them, one of them shook 
his hand, signalling me to go back to where I came from. He never uttered a word.

There were other people besides the Serbian soldiers near the house. I got their message. Holding my 
child’s hand, I turned around and went back. That evening, they started to take men away. They took 
them to that very house, behind the zinc factory. I saw them take a lot of men there. Two to three 
Serbian soldiers would take eight, nine, ten, or even more men, and they would never come back.

In a group of eight people, I noticed one of my neighbors there. His name was Ahmo Salihovic. He 
never returned, disappeared without a trace. To this day, we know nothing about him. The son of one 
of my colleagues, a woman who worked with me before the war, was taken two times for interrogation. 
After they took him the third time, he never came back. And they took him to the same house. They 
took a lot of people, and I watched them interrogate them. I saw them question Hamed Efendic from 
Potocari, and many people who went missing that night. I keep in touch with their families; they never 
came back, we know nothing about them. This is how that night unfolded, perhaps the worst and most 
difficult night in my life.
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THE RECOM PROCESS

The debate about the best way to  uncover the truth and for 
truth-telling about the past was launched in May 2006 at the 
First Regional Forum for Transitional Justice, organized by the 
Humanitarian Law Center (Serbia), the Research and Docu-
mentation Center (Bosnia and Herzegovina) and Documenta 
(Croatia). At the Forum, participants – representatives of NGOs 
and associations of missing persons and victims from the suc-
cessor countries of the former Yugoslavia – committed to a 
regional approach in the establishment of the facts about war 
crimes, arguing that the war had taken place in more than one 
country, and that in most cases victims and perpetrators did not 
reside in the same state.

The Coalition for the founding of a Regional Commission for 
Establishing the Facts About War Crimes and Other Gross Vi-
olations of Human Rights Committed on the Territory of the 
Former Yugoslavia (RECOM) was constituted at the Fourth 
Regional Forum for Transitional Justice on October 28, 2008 
in Pristina/Prishtinë. Over the course of three years, through 
intensive consultations across the former Yugoslavia, with 
over 6,000 participants, the Initiative for RECOM prompted 
the most extensive social debate ever in this region. Based on 
the proposals, requests, needs and views of the participants 
in the consultative process, a Draft Statute was drawn up and 
presented to the public on March 26, 2011. It was then sub-
mitted, together with more than half a million  signatures in 
support of the process, to the highest state institutions of the 
countries in the region.

In October 2011, a regional team of Public Advocates for 
RECOM was established to press for the final stage of the 
RECOM Process. The states in the region have been requested 
to institute an independent, inter-state regional commission 
for the establishment of the facts about all victims of war 
crimes and other serious human rights violations committed 
on the territory of the former Yugoslavia between 1991 and 
2001. The official position of the Coalition for RECOM is that 
RECOM’s main task should be to establish the facts about war 
crimes and to compile a list of all casualties, killed and miss-
ing persons and that the final decision on other objectives and 
tasks should be made by the governments of the region who 
will jointly establish RECOM.

The main goal of !The Voice is to provide information about the 
RECOM Process to the members of the Coalition for RECOM, 
to the many supporters of the Initiative and to all those inter-
ested in its development. In addition to this, !The Voice focuses 
on the progress of transitional justice in the region. 

It is available in in Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian/Montenegrin, 
Albanian, English, Macedonian and Slovenian.



Initiative for RECOM

30

16/2013
October


